Diane Louise Melvin

DEC 27,1945 - OCT 29, 2023




Table of Contents

Obituary Page 3

Tribute Wall Page 6

PAGE 2 OF 8



Diane Louise Melvin

DEC 27, 1945 - OCT 29, 2023

D iane Melvin Obituary

Diane Louise Melvin, 77, of Ewa Beach passed away peacefully at Queen's
Hospital in Honolulu on October 29, 2023 after a brief and complicated illness. She
was with her loving and beloved daughter Rachel, son-in-law Rick and her sister
Denny. Diane clearly and strongly chose palliative care two days before she died. She
had time to express her love and appreciation and say goodbye to some of her closest
family and friends.

Diane and her twin sister Denny were born December 27, 1945 in Honolulu. At birth they were
adopted by Dr. Maurice and Helen de Harne of Wahiawa. Diane enjoyed a wonderful childhood
in Wahiawa and later returned from a beach house on the North Shore to live in Wahiawa with
her husband, Buzz, and young family to enjoy many years living on Lake Wilson. There Diane
raised her beloved daughters Rachel and Noe and her beloved grandson Micah who is a son to
her.

Diane attended Punahou School and the University of Oregon and graduated from the University
of Hawaii. She worked for the State of Hawaii Department of Human Services in the Wahiawa
office for many years. She was involved in the Wahiawa community, serving on an early
Neighborhood Board and dressing up as the legendary Green Lady at some community events.
She was also involved at St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, serving in various roles over the years. In
later years she moved to Ewa Beach to be near her dear daughter Rachel's family. There she also
became involved with the amazing Ewa Hui Aloha Senior Club, serving as vice president and
president.

The heart of Diane's life was family. She raised her wonderful daughters Rachel and Noe, helping
create a fun home for their neighborhood and school friends. She was always ready to pack the
car with kids for a day at the beach or to go see a movie that just hit the theatres. After the
heartbreaking, untimely death of her beloved daughter Noe, Diane raised her infant grandson
Micah as her son. She was his greatest advocate, his fierce and loving lioness. Diane was also her
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mother's mainstay, sharing good times and, in later years, her home. Diane loved being near her
grandchildren in Ewa Beach as they grew up. She felt that was the best decision she ever

made. She was their generous chauffeur, cherishing that one to one car time, and she was a big fan
of their activities. Diane loved family gatherings, Sunday dinners, Netflix binging, and was an

avid reader. Diane can be credited with passing on her love and passion for theatre to her
daughter and grandchildren. She also enjoyed fun gatherings with the Grandma/Aunties, her
extended family matriarchs. She enjoyed their many lunches, holoholo and the shared love of all
their wonderful children and grandchildren. Diane enjoyed playing mahjong regularly with her
Punahou and University of Oregon friends at different meeting places around Oahu. Diane was a
huge dog lover and loved many dogs over the years including Rachel's dogs who she often dogsat.
Her dog Pele was her most recent love. They participated together in a public service
announcement for Hawaii Fi-Do Service Dogs.

One of the joys of Diane's later years was her discovery through Ancestry.com of the families of
her birthparents. She and her sister Denny found four brothers, several aunts and many cousins,
nieces and nephews. Family reunions, visits and vacations together were so much fun and she
thoroughly enjoyed getting to know everyone.

Diane is survived by daughter Rachel Raquino (Rick), son/grandson Micah Iuli, grandsons Noah
and Matthew Raquino, sister Denny de Harne (Yosi Kliger), brother David Petersen (Mary),
brother Bob Sawhill (Risa), brother Jim Sawhill (Sue), brother Marty Rood, many nieces, nephews,
cousins and extended family.

Diane is predeceased by daughter Noe Melvin, granddaughter Kiana Raquino and parents Dr.
Maurice and Helen de Harne.

A private family burial and a celebration of life will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers or
gifts, friends and family who wish may donate to Hawaii Fi-Do Service Dogs (hawaiifido.org) or to
their favorite charity.
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To send flowers
to the family, please visit our floral store.

Read More
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Rachel posted:

Awwww...thank you Tita! You were definitely a part of the family! So many fun memories that my
Mom created for us. | was just telling Cat the other day how we would pick you and Ipo up from
school every day! You, me, Noe, Lori, Janelle, and Ipo all crammed in my car! LOL! Good times. We
definitely had an amazing childhood. Love you sis.

February 5 at 4110 AM

Raenell Rivera posted:
SYE®

December 6 at 10:02 AM

Raenell Rivera posted:

1a€™m so blessed to have Noe as my life long friend and to be part of your family growing up.
Thank you aunty Diane for all the beach days, long summer nights sleep overs,UH volleyball
games, trips around the island, all your friends beach houses you took us to and all the movies
you would take us to watch. | could not have ask fora better childhood. It means the world to me
how | was always welcome. Love you aunty.

December 6 at 9:59 AM

Rachel Raquino posted:

I love you, Mom. You will always be my heroa€You have been through so much in your lifetime
and made it through all of it. Your resilience is inspiring! Your unconditional generosity and support
to not just me, but all of your family and friends was amazing. Even to strangersa€ithe volunteer
work and donations to charity over the course of your entire life is such a testament to your heart.
You made friends with strangers and helped people that most would turn away. You mean so
much to so many. More than you everrealized! Thank you for all that you did to give me such a
beautiful childhood and a blessed life! | owe so much to you and am foreverindebted to you for
everything. A hui hou, Mamaa€!until we meet again. | love you very, very, very much. 8YE°Love
always, Your Rachel aai,

December 6 at 6:40 AM
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Sally posted:

Atruly great lady! Sweet, fun, loving and generous in so many ways! Heaven has gained while
earth has lost.

November 22 at 6:59 AM
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Diane by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit




